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European Commission presents proposal for 
criteria to identify endocrine disruptors (EDs): 
many uncertainties remain 

        

 
The chemical industry has been committed to the safe and environmentally responsible use of all 
chemicals for many years and was expecting a definition of the criteria used to identify endocrine 
disruptors (EDs). On Wednesday, June 15th The European Commission has formalized its position 
on the criteria for regulations applicable to EDs (REACH, biocides, pesticides, etc.). 

        

 
In spite of several years of scientific and technical discussions, the French chemical industry regrets 
that the proposed criteria do not allow to sufficiently differentiate between the substances that 
adversely affect health from those without any impact on the human endocrine system. UIC regrets 
that potency was not retained by the European Commission as a criterion, as it would have 
helped make the case for substances which in a small dosage do not cause harm. This approach 
will result in the regulation of many substances whose benefits largely outweigh their hypothetical 
risks. 
 

        

The Commission complies with the WHO1 definition which includes adverse effects, mode of action 
and causality as criteria for identifying endocrine disruptors. Although applicable, this definition is  
not tailored to a regulatory environment. It is essential that the implementation of such a definition  
be also based on rigorous and robust scientific approach towards toxicity thresholds. At this stage,  
UIC can only raise questions about the implementation process which will be used by the 
Commission. 
 

        

UIC recalled that regulations such as REACH, biocides and pesticides are the strictest and most 
rigorous in the world. European regulations provide a framework for protecting human health and 
the environment which already includes endocrine disruptors. 
 

   UIC is nonetheless pleased by the fact the EC has retained relevance to humans as a criterion.  
This aspect constitutes a genuine priority in the context of the continuous improvement of protection 
human health - a goal shared by all.  
 
UIC will remain very vigilant that the views and the contributions of industry are heard and taken into 
account in the next steps of policy-making.    

       
      
   1 World Health Organisation definition (2002): “An endocrine disruptor is an exogenous substance or mixture 

that alters function(s) of the endocrine system and consequently causes adverse health effects in an intact 
organism, or its progeny, or (sub)populations.”      
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